Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 12—John 15:18-27

In this next section of Jesus’ long Last Supper discourse, we are introduced to the concept of “the world” as the enemy of Jesus and everything for which He stands.  Although Jesus said earlier that God so loved the world that He sent His only Son to save it (John 3:16), the fact remains that the world is indeed opposed to Jesus and seeks the destruction of His church.  Insofar as those in the world repent and turn to Jesus in faith, they can be saved, but if they remain hardened of heart against Him, they will be eternally condemned.  And because the world sets itself against Jesus, it sets itself against His people as well.

1.) Read John 15:18-25.  What is “the world” as Jesus describes it in this passage?  Should it be equated with God’s creation, or is it something else?





2.) Why does the world hate the disciples?  Whom has it hated before them?





3.) What does it mean to be “of the world?”  How does the world treat those who belong to it?





4.) Are the disciples “of the world?”  Why or why not?





5.) What “word” did Jesus bring to His disciples remembrance in verse 20?  What does this have to do with the world and its relationship to Jesus?





6.) How will the world treat Jesus’ disciples, especially given how it treated Jesus?





7.) What will those who keep Jesus’ word do?  How do they relate to the disciples?





8.) According to verse 21, why will the world treat the disciples in this way?





9.) According to verse 22, what makes the world guilty of sin?  Under what circumstances would they not have been (as) guilty?





10.) According to verse 23, whom do those who hate Jesus also hate?  What does this say about the Jews who claimed to believe in the true God and yet rejected Jesus?





11.) According to verse 24, what would make the world (less) guilty of sin?  What does the world’s reaction prove about its relationship to Jesus and the Father?





12.) Read Psalms 35:19 and 69:4.  How does Jesus apply these Old Testament prophecies to Himself?  Why must they be fulfilled in Him and in the world?





13.) Read John 15:26-27.  Whom does Jesus promise that He will send to the disciples from the Father?  What are two titles that Jesus gives to this person, and what do they mean?





14.) What does it mean that the Spirit “proceeds” from the Father?  How does He also proceed from Jesus (as the Nicene Creed says, the Spirit “proceeds from the Father and the Son”)?





15.) What will the Spirit do?  How does this neatly sum up the Holy Spirit’s work in the lives of Christians?





16.) What will the disciples do that mirrors the Spirit’s work?  What gives them the credentials to do this?





17.) How do Christians today also fulfill the disciples’ role in bearing witness, even though we have not seen Jesus in the flesh as they did?





The world is indeed a powerful enemy of God’s people, but thankfully, Jesus has sent us the Holy Spirit to comfort, guide, and strengthen us.  The world may hate us, but in Christ, God loves us, and He has promised to be there for us to the end.  We may suffer much from the world in this life, but we will gain all the riches of God’s eternal kingdom in the next.  May He continue to grant us the strength of faith to endure everything the world throws at us!
