Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 21—John 20:1-18

We have now reached John’s account of the events that truly set Jesus apart from other prophets or would-be Messiahs: His resurrection from the dead on the third day.  Tens of thousands of people were crucified back in ancient Roman days, and the fact that Jesus was one of them in itself was not particularly significant.  However, only one of those crucified individuals ever came back to life, and ultimately, that is what makes Jesus the true Son of God and Savior of the world.  Had He stayed dead, His enemies’ views of Him would have been vindicated, but because He rose, He demonstrated to all the world that He was indeed who He said He was.

1.) Read John 20:1-10.  When did Mary Magdalene arrive at Jesus’ tomb?  What did she see there?





2.) Whom did Mary retrieve, and what did she tell them?





3.) What did the two disciples see when they reached the tomb?  What did they do?





4.) What impact did seeing the inside of the tomb have on the “other disciple?”





5.) What was the disciples’ understanding of the Scriptures concerning Jesus at this point?  How does John (the author) contrast the “other disciple’s” faith with a faith that arises from reading and understanding the Scriptures?




6.) What did the disciples do after they left the tomb?





7.) Read John 20:11-18.  What did Mary continue to do after the disciples had left?





8.) What did Mary see when she looked into the tomb?





9.) What did the angels ask Mary, and how did she respond?





10.) Whom did Mary then turn around and see?  Did she recognize Him at first?





11.) What did Jesus ask Mary at first, and how did she respond?





12.) When did Mary finally recognize Jesus?  What did she call Him?





13.) What did Jesus tell Mary NOT to do?  Why?



14.) What did Jesus tell Mary to do then?  Who are Jesus’ “brothers?”





15.) What was Mary to tell the disciples that Jesus would soon be doing?





16.) What names did Jesus use for God in verse 17?  What is the significance of this?





17.) What did Mary do after she left Jesus?





18.) How does John’s chronology of Easter morning differ from that of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24:1-12)?  How should we Christians handle these discrepancies?








Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is the most pivotal event in the history of the world.  It was the proof that Jesus spoke the truth, and that He was indeed the Son of God.  It is the basis for everything we believe as Christians.  As St. Paul says, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17).  Thankfully, though, Christ is risen indeed, and we who believe in Him will conquer death just as He did.  His resurrection shows that our faith in Him is not in vain, and that He is capable of delivering on everything He promises.  May we always trust in Jesus, so that we too may rise to eternal glory with him!
