Faith Foundations 2026-2027
Songs of the Scriptures
Session 2—The Song of Moses in Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 32)

The last time we checked in with Moses and the Israelites, they were singing God’s praises for His rescue of them from slavery in Egypt and His defeat of Pharaoh’s armies at the Red Sea.  In today’s lesson, we see the same group of people again, although under very different circumstances.  The song we will read in today’s text was first sung over forty years after the previous one, right before the Israelites were about to enter the Promised Land of Canaan.  God now had much more experience in leading His people, and as we will see, it was often unpleasant.  This checkered history significantly informs the content and tone of this song from Deuteronomy.

1.) What is the basic context of this song?  About what has Moses been speaking to the people before he sang it?





2.) Read Deuteronomy 32:1-3.  Whom does Moses ask to listen to his song?  What is he saying here?





3.) What analogies does Moses use to describe his teachings?  What does he mean by this?





4.) According to verse 3, what is Moses doing in this song?





5.) Read Deuteronomy 32:4-9.  How does verse 4 describe God?





6.) How does verse 5 describe Israel?  How does this contrast with God’s character?





7.) What rhetorical questions does Moses ask in verse 6?  How does this verse describe the people and God?





8.) Whom should the people ask for information about God’s works on their behalf?  Why?





9.) According to verses 8-9, what did God do for all the nations?  How was Israel different?





10.) Read Deuteronomy 32:10-14.  How does this passage describe Israel’s state when God “found” it, and what did God do for it?





11.) What metaphor does this passage use to describe how God treated Israel?





12.) Read Deuteronomy 32:15-18.  How did Israel respond to God’s love and care?  How does this description continue the metaphor of the previous passage?





13.) What in particular did Israel do to displease God?
14.) Read Deuteronomy 32:19-22.  What did God decide to do because of Israel’s unfaithfulness?





15.) What does it mean that God will “make them jealous with those who are no people” and “provoke them to anger with a foolish nation?”





16.) Read Deuteronomy 32:23-27.  What specific calamities will God bring on Israel?





17.) What did God decide NOT to do, and why?  What did He “fear” would happen, and why would this be a problem?





18.) Read Deuteronomy 32:28-33.  How does verse 28 describe the other nations?  What would they have understood had this not been the case?





19.) What examples does God use in verse 30 to describe the effects of His favor upon His people, and His disfavor upon the other nations?





20.) How do verses 32-33 metaphorically describe these other nations?  What does this mean?



21.) Read Deuteronomy 32:34-38.  What is “laid up” in store with God?  How has the song up to this point proven this?





22.) When will God have mercy on His people?  What will be His verdict on the other gods in which they trusted?





23.) Read Deuteronomy 32:39-43.  How does God describe Himself?  What will He do to those who oppose Him?





24.) What should the heavens and the rest of the “gods” of the earth do in the presence of the true God?  Why?





25.) How should we Christians today apply the message of this song to our own lives of faith?





This song paints a different, yet still similar, picture of God than did last week’s song.  In Deuteronomy, God is presented as the judge of His own people who have disobeyed Him, and the song describes in great detail what God will do to even His own people when they rebel against Him.  This a far cry from the triumph of the song of the exodus, but the common thread that binds both songs together is God’s power and judgment upon His enemies.  These song both serve as a warning against defying God, but they also remind us that the God who can do such powerful things against His enemies is also capable of blessing His faithful people beyond measure.  God wanted the Israelites to worship and serve Him, and He desires us to do the same.  May He grant us the grace to do so!
