Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 7—John 13:1-20

After Jesus’ initial entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, several days passed.  During this time, Jesus taught in the temple and had some confrontations with the Pharisees and Sadducees.  These accounts, however, are all found in the Synoptic Gospels; John does not mention them at all.  Instead, John offers an exhaustive account of Jesus’ words and actions at the Last Supper, spanning five full chapters of the Gospel.  This is one of the most significant sections of John’s Gospel, not only because it is so long and detailed, but also because the events it records are completely different from those recorded in the other three Gospels.  For example, John does not recount Jesus’ institution of the Sacrament of Holy Communion at all.  John thus has a unique take on the Last Supper, and we will find as we read through these chapters that he includes some of the most comforting and well-known sayings of Jesus that are found in all of Scripture.

1.) Read John 13:1-11.  According to verse 1, when did the events recorded in this text take place?  How does this present us with some chronological problems when we compare this account of the Last Supper to that of the Synoptic Gospels?





2.) According to verse 1, what did Jesus know?  What does this mean?





3.) Who were Jesus’ “own,” and how did He relate to them?  What does this mean, and how long did it last?





4.) What detail does John provide about this event in verse 2?  How does this affect how we view Jesus’ subsequent actions in this passage, and how does that affect our understanding of what Jesus is telling His disciples to do?





5.) According to verse 4, what did Jesus know?  What does this mean?





6.) What did Jesus begin to do for His disciples?  Why might this have been surprising for Him to do?





7.) How did Peter respond when Jesus tried to do the same thing to him?  Why?





8.) In verse 7, what did Jesus say about Peter’s understanding of the situation?





9.) In verse 8, what did Jesus say about Peter’s refusal to participate in this experience?  How would that affect him?





10.) What did Peter then ask Jesus to do?  How did Jesus respond to this, and what was He saying about Peter in metaphorical terms?





11.) What did Jesus then say about the rest of the disciples?  Who was excluded from this statement, and why?





12.) Read John 13:12-20.  What did Jesus say that He had done for His disciples?  What gave Him the authority to do this?





13.) What would it mean for the disciples to do this for each other?  Was Jesus speaking in literal or metaphorical terms here?





14.) How did this action of Jesus point forward to a much greater thing that He would do for His disciples within the next day?  What does this say about His character as our Lord and Savior?





15.) How does Jesus describe the relationship between a servant and his master?  How does this apply to Him and His disciples, specifically as it relates to this situation?





16.) According to Jesus in verse 17, what would make the disciples “blessed?”





17.) About whom is Jesus speaking, and about whom is He NOT speaking?  What does He mean when He says, “I know whom I have chosen,” and how does this speak to the doctrine of election?





18.) How does Jesus use Psalm 41:9 to describe what is about to happen to Him?


19.) How would the fulfillment of Psalm 41:9 show the disciples that Jesus was indeed the Christ?





20.) Whom does a person receive if he receives the one whom Jesus sends?  Whom does he receive if he receives the one who sent Jesus?  What does this say about the relationship between God the Father, Jesus, and His apostles?





In washing His disciples’ feet, Jesus was showing what kind of a Lord and master He was to them.  He did not demand favors and service from them; rather, He had come to serve them, and nowhere was this more evident than when He sacrificed Himself on the cross to save humanity.  And because Jesus’ disciples were following Him and had been saved by Him, they now had the responsibility to live as He did and serve others self-sacrificially.  All Christians are called to “wash each other’s feet;” that is, to take care of one another, even when doing so is difficult or unpleasant.  For our Lord who served us in the most difficult and unpleasant way imaginable, we who believe in Him can do nothing less!
