Faith Foundations 2026-2027
Songs of the Scriptures
Session 1—The Song of Moses and Israel at the Exodus (Exodus 15)

For our very first session in this Songs of the Scriptures study, we will take a look at one of the oldest extended poetic passages in the Bible.  This song was composed not by David, Asaph, or any of the other prolific authors of the psalms, but rather by the prophet Moses, who predated those other musicians by hundreds of years.  And even though Moses is not typically known for his poetry or music, this one song of his is one of the most important ever sung by the people of Israel, because it came in the immediate aftermath of the most significant event ever to occur in their history.

1.) First, skim Exodus 14.  What was the context in which Moses and Israel sang this song?  What had just happened?





2.) Read Exodus 15:1-10.  According to verse 1, why does Israel sing to the Lord?  What has He done?





3.) What does it mean that the Lord is “my strength and my song?”  How are these two concepts related?





4.) How has God “become” the salvation of Israel?  How is this different than saying that He merely accomplished their salvation?





5.) Whose God is the Lord?  Why is this significant?




6.) How does verse 3 describe God?  Why is this significant?





7.) How do verses 4-5 summarize the actions of God in the previous chapter of Exodus?





8.) What does the right hand of God do?  Why the right hand and not the left?





9.) What does the “fury” of the Lord do?





10.) How do the actions recounted in verse 8 demonstrate God’s control over creation?





11.) What were the plans of Israel’s enemies?  What happened to them instead, and who made it happen?





12.) Read Exodus 15:11-18.  What rhetorical questions does verse 11 ask?  What is the correct answer to these questions?





13.) What did the earth swallow when God “stretched out His right hand?”

14.) According to verse 13, what has God done for His people?  What does the word “redeemed” mean?





15.) How should we understand the phrase “steadfast love?”





16.) Where is God’s “holy abode?”  How will the people of Israel get there?





17.) What other nations are mentioned in this section?  How are they feeling, and why?





18.) According to verse 16, what will the people do in those nations?  What does that mean?





19.) What will God ultimately do for the Israelites?  How did this play out in history?





20.) How does verse 18 describe the ultimate triumph of God?





21.) When does the church typically use this particular song in its liturgy?


22.) How should we as Christians apply this song to ourselves and to the church in general?  What has God done for us that is similar to what He did for the Israelites at the exodus?





This song of Moses and Israel describes what God has always done for His people: rescue them from their enemies and bring them to His holy kingdom.  At the exodus, God took the people of Israelites out of their slavery and brought them to the physical Promised Land.  He won the victory over Pharaoh’s armies by drowning them in the Red Sea.  And God has also rescued us from slavery: slavery to sin and the punishment of death that it demands.  Through the death and resurrection of Jesus, God has saved us from sin and death and given us the promise that we will dwell with Him in His eternal kingdom: the Promised Land of the new heaven and earth.  This song of the people of Israel thus becomes the song of the whole church of God.  We have been saved just as the ancient Israelites were, and we sing our praises to God just as they did!
