Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 23—John 21

With Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, His appearance to the disciples and to Thomas, and John’s wrapping up of his narrative by describing the purpose of his book, it would seem that the narrative of John has now come to a fitting conclusion.  However, there is one more story in this Gospel, one that is best classified as an epilogue.  There are a few loose ends that need to be wrapped up, especially regarding the eventual fate of two of Jesus’ most prominent disciples.  But first, the stage needs to be set with the account of the final miracle that Jesus performed in John’s Gospel.

1.) Read John 21:1-3.  Which disciples were present at this encounter with Jesus?  Where were they at the time?





2.) What did Peter and the rest of the disciples decide to do?  Were they successful?





3.) Read John 21:4-8.  Who came to watch the disciples as dawn was breaking?  Did they recognize Him?





4.) What did Jesus ask the disciples, and how did they respond?





5.) What did Jesus tell the disciples to do then? What happened when they followed His advice?





6.) Who ultimately recognized Jesus at first?  What did Peter do when he realized that it was Jesus, and what did the others do?





7.) Read John 21:9-14.  What was Jesus doing for the disciples when they arrived on shore?





8.) What did Jesus encourage the disciples to do?  How many fish had they caught?





9.) What did the disciples not “dare” to ask Jesus, and why?  What did He do for them?





10.) How many times had Jesus appeared to the disciples at this point?





11.) Read John 21:15-19.  What did Jesus ask Peter three times, and how did Peter respond to Him each time?





12.) What did Jesus tell Peter to do after receiving his response each time?





13.) Who are Jesus’ “sheep” and “lambs,” and what does it mean to “feed” and “tend” them?
14.) Why would Jesus have asked Peter this question three times?  How did this restore Peter after his previous mistakes?





15.) How does this exchange between Peter and Jesus establish the pastoral office?





16.) What did Jesus say would happen to Peter, and about what was He speaking?





17.) Do a little research on how Peter ultimately died.  How does Jesus’ conversation with him here point forward to these events?





18.) How did Jesus end His conversation with Peter, and why was this an appropriate thing for Him to say here?





19.) Read John 21:20-24.  Whom did Peter see following him and Jesus?  What did Peter ask Jesus about him?





20.) How did Jesus respond to Peter’s question?  What rumor did this cause among the earliest Christians, and why was it incorrect?




21.) How does verse 24 describe this disciple?  How does this allow us to identify the “disciple whom Jesus loved” who is mentioned multiple times in John?





22.) Do a little research on how John ultimately died.  How does Jesus’ conversation with Peter here point forward to these events?





23.) Who is the “we” mentioned in verse 24?  What do “we” (and by extension, we Christians in the present) know about John’s testimony?





24.) Read John 21:25.  Again, is John’s Gospel meant to be an exhaustive account of Jesus’ life and ministry?  How much more could be written?





25.) How does this verse speak to those in the church who would claim that certain sinful lifestyles are permissible because “Jesus never said anything” about them?





With these final words, our two-year study of the Gospel of John has come to an end.  I am very glad that I was able to lead our Faith Foundations group in this study, and I pray that you have all grown in your faith in Jesus Christ and trust in His promises to you.  As the end of the Gospel says, we know that John’s testimony is true, and because it is true, we all have forgiveness of sins and eternal life in His name.  We may not have seen Jesus in the flesh ourselves, but John and the other apostles did, and they all dedicated their lives to proclaiming His name throughout the world.  Thankfully, He has seen fit to lead us to faith by the power of the Holy Spirit.  May we ever trust in Him without doubt or hesitation, so that we would be comforted, assured, and strengthened by His promises to us, and that on that final day, we would be awakened from death to live with Jesus in His everlasting kingdom of glory!
