Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 6—John 12:36b-50

This final section of John 12 wraps up John’s account of what Jesus did in the hours immediately following His entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.  He had spoken extensively to the crowd about Himself and what He was about to do, and He had urged them to trust in Him and receive salvation.  By their reactions to what He said, though, it was obvious that most of them did not believe in Him or His words.  Thus, before moving on to the events of the Last Supper and the crucifixion, John provides some commentary on these crowds and their unbelief.

1.) Read John 12:36b-40.  What did Jesus do after He spoke to the crowds?





2.) Why should the crowds have believed in Jesus, even though they did not?





3.) Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (especially 53:1).  What does this passage prophesy?





4.) How does John apply Isaiah 53:1 to the crowds who were listening to Jesus?





5.) What does John say about the crowds’ capacity to believe in Jesus?  Why was this the case for them?





6.) Read Isaiah 6:8-13 (especially verses 9-10).  What was the original context of this passage?
7.) How does John apply Isaiah 6:9-10 to the crowds?  What does this tell us about predestination/election, and what is the proper way to understand this?





8.) Read Matthew 13:10-17.  How does Jesus apply the same passage from Isaiah 6 to His own parables?  What does this say about the impact of His parables (and His Word in general) upon unbelievers?





9.) Read John 12:41-43.  According to John, why did Isaiah say the things he quotes in his Gospel?  About whom was Isaiah actually prophesying?





10.) Who actually believed in Jesus?  Did they confess their faith?  Why or why not?





11.) In this context, what is “the glory that comes from man?”  How does one attain this glory?





12.) In this context, what is “the glory that comes from God?”  How does one attain this glory, and why is it better than “the glory that comes from man?”





13.) Read John 12:44-50.  In whom does a person who believes in Jesus actually believe?  Whom does a person who sees Jesus actually see?  Why?


14.) How does Jesus describe Himself in verse 46?  Why has He come into the world?





15.) What does Jesus NOT do to those who do not believe in and keep His words?  Why





16.) What is the actual judge of those who reject Jesus?  What does He mean by this, and when will this judgment take place?





17.) On whose authority does Jesus speak?  What has this person told Him to do?





18.) What does the commandment Jesus has received give to those who believe and follow it?





Because the people in the crowds had not been chosen to receive eternal life, they did not believe what Jesus said about Himself or His works.  They were caught in the stubbornness of their own sinful and unbelieving hearts, and they would not listen to Jesus, even though He had come to bring them eternal life.  Their hostility toward Him would become even more evident when He was crucified, and the crowds mocked Him mercilessly.  In the end, though, as Jesus said, He had come in the name of God to do His will, and He would indeed give eternal life to those who believed in Him.
