Faith Foundations 2026-2027
Songs of the Scriptures
Session 5—David’s Song of Deliverance (2 Samuel 22)

In this week’s session, we will start getting acquainted with the most prolific author of songs in the Bible: King David.  As is well known, David was a talented musician, playing the lyre to calm King Saul when the harmful spirit from God was attacking him, and also writing many of the psalms in response to events in his life.  Most of the songs David wrote in the Bible are indeed found in the psalms; however, a few of them are found in other books as well.  The song we will consider for this lesson is one such song, and it is found in 2 Samuel 22.

1.) Read 2 Samuel 22:1.  What is the general context in which David wrote this song (see also 1 Samuel 18-31)?





2.) Read 2 Samuel 22:2-7.  What names do verses 2-3 give to God?  What images are evoked by these names?





3.) How does verse 4 describe God?  What happens when David calls upon His name?





4.) How does David describe the state in which he found himself before God’s intervention?





5.) What did David do in his hour of need?  Was this effective?





6.) Read 2 Samuel 22:8-16.  What happened to the earth after God heard David’s cry?
7.) What is the dominant image of verses 9 and 13?  What does this say about God’s power and wrath?





8.) What is the dominant image of verses 10 and 12?  What does this say about God’s power and wrath?





9.) What has God done to the sea and the earth?  What does this say about His ability to save His faithful people?





10.) Read 2 Samuel 22:17-31.  What has God done for David?  Why did He need to do this?





11.) Why has God done these things for David?  How literally should we take David’s description of himself and his actions?





12.) Generally speaking, what is David saying about himself here?  Can we say the same things about ourselves (or should we able to)?





13.) According to verses 26-28, how does God deal with people in general?  How does this encourage us to live?



14.) How do verses 29-31 describe God?  What can David do with God on his side, and again, is this meant to be a literal description?





15.) Generally speaking, what is David saying about God here, and how does it apply to us Christians today?





16.) Read 2 Samuel 22:32-43.  What does verse 32 rhetorically ask about God?  What is the answer to that question?





17.) What has God done for David?  How does verse 33 give some needed context to David’s claims about himself earlier in the song?





18.) What has David been able to do because of God’s help?





19.) What did David’s enemies try to do?  Did this help them?  Why or why not?





20.) Read 2 Samuel 22:44-51.  What is David’s relationship with foreigners, and why?





21.) What does verse 47 say about God?  How is this statement fulfilled in a new way in Jesus Christ?





22.) Whom does David name specifically in verse 51?  About which individual is he ultimately speaking?





23.) How are we Christians also David’s offspring?  What does this mean that God will do for us?





Even though David is often regarded as a lowly shepherd boy who became king as a plucky underdog, the fact of the matter was that he was a man of war.  This song of deliverance, along with many of David’s other songs, attests to this fact.  David fought hard against God’s enemies, and because of God’s help, he was able to win the victory.  Similarly, we Christians must fight against God’s enemies of sin, death, and the devil all throughout our lives.  On our own, we would never be able to defeat them, but since God helps us the same way He helped David, we have already won the battle.  We will inherit eternal life because God has saved us through His Son Jesus Christ, and thus we are able to make David’s song of deliverance our song as well.  God has delivered us from our enemies just as He did David, and so we will sing His praises just as David did.
