Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 11—John 15:1-17

In this week’s lesson, we continue through Jesus’ long monologue at the Last Supper with His disciples as recorded by John.  In the previous chapter, Jesus made one of His most famous “I am” statements when He proclaimed Himself to be the way, the truth, and the life.  This week we will hear a similarly famous “I am” statement with which many Christians are already quite familiar.

1.) Read John 15:1-11.  What does Jesus call Himself in verse 1?  What does He call the Father?





2.) Metaphorically speaking, what does the Father do to the “branches,” and for what purpose?





3.) How does Jesus describe the disciples in verse 3, and why?  What does he mean by this?





4.) What does Jesus tell His disciples to do in verse 4?  Why is this so important for them?





5.) Whom does Jesus identify as the “branches” in His metaphor?  What does it mean for them to “bear fruit?”





6.) Practically speaking, what does it mean to “abide” in Jesus?

7.) What will happen to those who abide in Jesus?  Will they be able to do the same things if they do not abide in Him?





8.) Metaphorically speaking, what will happen to the branches that do not bear fruit?  What does this mean literally?





9.) What promise does Jesus make the disciples in verse 7?  Should we understand this in absolute terms, or are there some conditions to it?





10.) How is the Father glorified?  What will the disciples’ “fruit” prove?





11.) How does Jesus’ relationship with His disciples mirror that with His Father?





12.) How does one “abide” in Jesus’ love?  How does this dynamic also play out in Jesus’ relationship with His Father?





13.) According to verse 11, why has Jesus spoken these things to His disciples?  How will His words have this effect on them?



14.) Read John 15:12-17.  What is Jesus’ commandment to His disciples?  Given how Jesus loved His disciples, what would obeying this commandment entail for them?





15.) What does the grammatically suspect sentence in verse 13 actually mean?





16.) What do Jesus’ “friends” do?





17.) How is a servant different from a friend?  Which are the disciples, and why?





18.) How did the disciples become disciples?  Who chose whom, and why is this significant?





19.) What has Jesus “appointed” His disciples to do?





20.) According to verse 17, why did Jesus command these things to His disciples?





As Jesus teaches us, He is the vine, and we His disciples are the branches.  Apart from Him, we can do nothing.  Let us all, therefore, abide in Him, so that we may love each other as He has commanded!
