Faith Foundations 2026-2027
Songs of the Scriptures
Session 6—David’s Song of Thanks (1 Chronicles 16)

In our final Old Testament song that we will study before we turn our attention to the book of Psalms, we encounter another one of King David’s compositions.  Whereas the song we read last week was more concerned with God’s blessings to David personally, this one has more to do with the nation of Israel as a whole.  God had blessed the nation just as much as He had blessed David as an individual, and the event that this song celebrated was proof of His continued protection and provision for His people.

1.) Skim 1 Chronicles 15:1-16:7.  What is the general context of this song?





2.) Read 1 Chronicles 16:8-13.  What do verses 8-9 urge the people to do?  What will this accomplish?





3.) What will happen to the hearts of those who seek the Lord?  Why?





4.) What should the people be seeking?  What does this mean in practice?





5.) What should the people remember?  Why?





6.) What does verse 13 call the people?  How do these titles also apply to Christians today?


7.) Read 1 Chronicles 16:14-18.  What does verse 14 in particular say about God?  What does this say about His authority and “jurisdiction?”





8.) What events were the people supposed to remember?  Why was this so important for them?





9.) Read 1 Chronicles 16:19-22.  Which events in particular does this passage recount?  





10.) What do these events say about Israel’s history?  What do they say about Israel’s God?





11.) Read 1 Chronicles 16:23-27.  What is urged to “sing” to the Lord?  How does this happen?





12.) Among whom should God’s great works be proclaimed?  Why is this significant?





13.) How does the God of Israel compare to the gods of the other nations?  What in particular separates Him from them?





14.) Read 1 Chronicles 16:28-34.  What should all the peoples of the world do?  Why?





15.) What does verse 30 say about the world?  Who has done this important work?





16.) How does this passage show the role of creation itself in praising God?





17.) What does the term “steadfast love” in verse 34 mean?  How is it connected with the promises that God made to His people of Israel (and to the Christian church today)?





18.) Read 1 Chronicles 16:35-36.  What does verse 35 ask God to do?  Why would that be necessary (for the ancient Israelites and for Christians today)?





19.) According to verse 35, what would be the purpose of God saving His people?





David’s song of thanks praises God for the wonderful blessings He has granted to Israel, and also anticipates their time of need in the future.  The Israelites would continue to depend on His protection and provision, and they would always need Him to rescue them from their enemies.  The same is true for us, who remain sinners in need of God’s forgiveness and deliverance from sin, death, and the devil.  Thankfully, God has accomplished this for us in Christ, and we will always be able to turn to Him when we need His help.
