Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 13—John 16:1-15

As Jesus continues His long Last Supper discourse in these later chapters of John, He circles back around to a topic that He had already mentioned before: the work of the Holy Spirit.  In John’s Gospel, Jesus tends to talk in circles, and His Last Supper discourse is probably the best example of this.  Thankfully, the words that Jesus says are worth reading again, even if they are about a topic He has already covered, as they are words of comfort, hope, and assurance for His disciples and for all of God’s people in general.

1.) Read John 16:1-4a.  According to Jesus in verse 1, why has He “said all these things?”  What are the things He has said so far?





2.) What will “they” do to the disciples?  Who are “they?”





3.) What will those who kill the disciples think?  From their own perspective, why will they think this?





4.) According to Jesus, why will those who kill the disciples actually think they are offering service to God?





5.) According to Jesus in verse 4, why has He said this to the disciples?  What will Jesus accomplish by saying this, and how will it help the disciples when they are faced with hostility and persecution?




6.) Read John 16:4b-11.  Why did Jesus not say these things to the disciples from the beginning?  What does He mean by “the beginning?”





7.) What is about to change that would motivate Jesus to talk to the disciples about these topics?  About what event is He speaking?





8.) What would Jesus expect His disciples to ask Him in this situation?  Why is this, and why do you think that they didn’t ask?





9.) What has made the disciples’ hearts fill with sorrow?  Why?





10.) Why is it actually to the disciples’ advantage that Jesus will go away?





11.) Who is the “Helper” that Jesus promises to send?  What will this “Helper” do?





12.) What is the first thing of which the “Helper” will convict the world?  Why?





13.) What is the second thing of which the “Helper” will convict the world?  Why?
14.) What is the third thing of which the “Helper” will convict the world?  Why?





15.) Who is the “ruler of this world?”  Why is he called this?





16.) Read John 16:12-15.  Why does Jesus not say the “many things” He still has for His disciples?  Why might this be so?





17.) What will the “Spirit of truth” do when He comes?  What does this mean?





18.) What will the Spirit speak?  From whom does He derive His authority?





19.) What will the Spirit of truth “declare” to the disciples?





20.) What will the Spirit take, and what will He do with this?  What effect will this have on Jesus, and why?





21.) What belongs to Jesus?  How does knowing this effect the way we view the things that the Spirit will declare to the disciples?
The Holy Spirit, also known as the “Helper” and the “Spirit of truth” (in the ESV translation), has been given authority by God to reveal to Jesus’ disciples the things of God.  He is under God’s authority, and yet He also does divine work that no mere angelic being could accomplish.  Therefore, He is God Himself, coequal and coeternal with the Father and the Son, and He is uniquely positioned to assist and strengthen God’s people after Jesus’ ascension into heaven.  Jesus may not have been with the disciples (or with us Christians today) physically anymore, but He has sent the Holy Spirit to bring us comfort and strength in the face of the world’s attacks.  With the Spirit by our side, we have all we need to remain faithful Christians in a world that seeks to destroy God’s church.  The world may be a scary place, but God in Christ is infinitely more powerful than the world!
