Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 14—John 16:16-33

During the text we studied for our previous week’s lesson, Jesus made several references to difficult times ahead for His disciples.  He told them that they would endure persecution at the hands of the world, that they would be sorrowful because He would be leaving them, and that they could not even bear some of the things He had to say.  In this section of the text, Jesus provides words of comfort to the disciples, so that they would know that, despite all the difficult days ahead, their Lord would eventually bring them great joy and eternal life in His kingdom.

1.) Read John 16:16-24.  What does Jesus say about when the disciples will see Him?  To what is He referring here?





2.) How do the disciples respond to Jesus’ statement about when they will see Him?





3.) According to verse 20, what will the disciples do?  What will the world do at the same time?





4.) What metaphor does Jesus use to describe the experiences that His disciples will endure?  How does this cause anxiety and hope at the same time?





5.) According to Jesus in verse 22, what will happen to the disciples, and why will it happen?  What will be the end result of their experiences?




6.) In verse 23, what does Jesus say that the disciples will NOT do?  Why do you think that they will not do this anymore?





7.) What will the disciples do instead?  How is this different from the way they have related to God and to Jesus up to this point?





8.) How should we understand Jesus’ promise regarding the disciples asking His Father for things?  Is this an ironclad guarantee, or is there more nuance to it than that?





9.) What have the disciples not done up to this point?  Why should they start doing it now?  What will be the benefit to them?





10.) Read John 16:25-28.  How has Jesus been talking to the disciples up to this point?  How will He talk to them in the future?





11.) What will the disciples be able to do when that day arrives, and what will Jesus not need to do?  Why?





12.) Why does the Father love the disciples?  How does this affect their ability to speak to Him and ask Him directly for things?


13.) Read John 16:29-33.  How do the disciples react to this latest statement from Jesus?





14.) What do the disciples now claim to “know” about Jesus?





15.) What does Jesus tell the disciples that they will soon do?





16.) How will the disciples’ actions affect Jesus?  Will He be truly alone?





17.) According to Jesus in verse 33, why has He said these things to the disciples?  What does this mean for them?





18.) What will happen to the disciples in the world?  What encouragement does Jesus give them as they contemplate these potential hardships?





Jesus’ promise, “I have overcome the world,” gives all who trust in Him great comfort and assurance as they endure the tribulations of this world.  The world can attack us in many different ways, but Jesus is able to protect us from all of it, and He will not allow us to fall.  We may experience sorrow in this life, but we will experience eternal joy in the next.  That sure and certain promise gives us the strength and endurance we need to handle anything the world throws at us.  Jesus is more powerful than any enemy we may encounter in this life, even Satan Himself!
