Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 19—John 19:16b-30

After Pilate had given the fateful order to execute Jesus, things moved very swiftly.  Pilate delivered Jesus into the hands of his soldiers, who marched Him off to be crucified.  John’s account of the crucifixion contains several elements that the Synoptic Gospels do not, including three of the seven famous words spoken by Jesus on the cross.  These events proved to be the most important events in the history of the world, for by them our sin was atoned for and our salvation was won.

1.) Read John 19:16b-22.  According to John, who carried Jesus’ cross?  How does this conflict with the Synoptic Gospels’ versions of the crucifixion, and how might we harmonize the two accounts?





2.) What was the name of the place where Jesus was crucified?  Why might it have been called that (some additional research might be helpful with this question)?





3.) Who was crucified with Jesus, and where were they placed?





4.) What did the inscription say on the sign Pilate wrote?  In which languages was it written, and why?





5.) What message was Pilate sending to the Jews with this sign?





6.) Why did the chief priests object to Pilate’s sign, and how did Pilate respond to them?





7.) Read John 19:23-27.  What did the soldiers do with Jesus’ garments?  What did they do differently with the tunic?





8.) Read Psalm 22 (especially vv. 16-18).  What is the original context of this Psalm?





9.) How did the soldiers’ treatment of Jesus fulfill the prophecy of Psalm 22:18?





10.) Who was standing by the cross as Jesus was crucified?





11.) What did Jesus tell His mother and the “disciple whom He loved?”  Which disciple was this?





12.) How did this word from Jesus demonstrate His enduring love for His family, even in the midst of His ultimate suffering?





13.) How did the disciple respond to Jesus’ order?
14.) Read John 19:28-30.  What did Jesus say when He knew that “all was now finished?”  What did this reveal about His condition at the time?





15.) Read Psalm 69 (especially verse 3).  What was the original context of this Psalm?





16.) How did Jesus’ word in John 19:28 “fulfill the Scripture?”





17.) How did the witnesses of the crucifixion attempt to help Jesus at this point?  Was this particularly helpful?





18.) What did Jesus say at this point?  What did He mean by that?





19.) How did Jesus die?  Was His life forced from Him, or did He lose it voluntarily?





With the words “It is finished,” Jesus proclaimed that He had done the work of suffering and dying for the sins of humanity.  He had undergone His passion in accordance with His Father’s will, and now He was set to reap the fruits of His defeat of sin, death, and the devil.  His work of salvation was not yet complete (and still isn’t, as He has not yet returned in glory), but the difficult part of it for Him certainly was.  Now, there was only glory and exaltation in store for Jesus, as there is for all who trust in Him.  Just as Jesus was glorified after His suffering on the cross, so too will we be glorified after our own sufferings in this life.  Jesus was brought down to the depths, but now He is exalted to the highest heaven!
