Faith Foundations 2025-2026
The Gospel of John (Part 2)
Session 22—John 20:19-31

In this week’s lesson, we will be examining one of the most well-known stories of Jesus after He had risen from the dead, and of the Bible as a whole: the account of doubting Thomas.  This Gospel text is read in the Divine Service on the Second Sunday of Easter every year, so it is one with which we are very familiar.  Even the secular world knows and uses the expression “doubting Thomas” to describe someone who expresses skepticism that something is true or can be accomplished.  But the story of doubting Thomas is more than just a meme; it actually serves as the culmination of the main narrative of John’s Gospel.  Set in its context, the story of Thomas sends the reader off with the most significant message of the Gospel, and it provides a proper Christian perspective on the relationship between faith and sight.

1.) Read John 20:19-23.  Where were the disciples when these events occurred?  Who came and stood among them, and why was this miraculous?





2.) What did Jesus say to the disciples when He arrived?  What was His purpose in doing this?





3.) What did Jesus show the disciples, and why?  How did they react to Him then?





4.) What did Jesus then say to the disciples?  What would He be doing with them, and how did this mirror His relationship with His Father?





5.) What gift did Jesus give to the disciples, and how did He give it?


6.) What did this gift enable the disciples to do?  What church practices have this text from John as their basis?





7.) Read John 20:24-25.  Who was not with the rest of the disciples when Jesus appeared to them?  What did they tell him when he returned?





8.) What was this person’s reaction to the disciples’ news?  What would he want to have happen before he believed them?





9.) Read John 20:26-29.  What happened eight days after this?





10.) What did Jesus invite Thomas to do when he arrived?  What command did He give him?





11.) How did Thomas respond to Jesus?  How did this reveal the full understanding of Jesus’ identity that he had now reached?





12.) How did Jesus react to Thomas’ confession?  Did He seem particularly impressed?




13.) According to Jesus in verse 29, who is truly blessed?  What implication does this have for Christians living two thousand years after Jesus ascended into heaven?





14.) Read again John 1:43-51.  How does this story parallel the story of Thomas in John 20?  How is Jesus’ response to a doubting disciple different, and why?





15.) Read John 20:30-31.  Is the Gospel of John an exhaustive, comprehensive account of the life and ministry of Jesus?  Why or why not?





16.) Ultimately, what was John’s purpose in writing his Gospel?  What blessing is it meant to be for its readers?





17.) How does the story of Thomas illustrate the importance of trusting John’s testimony in his Gospel?  In this instance, is Thomas a model for us to emulate?  Why or why not?





Ultimately, the Thomas story shows us someone who failed the test of trusting in the apostles’ testimony about Jesus.  He refused to believe His fellow disciples, and he was rebuked by Jesus when he finally saw Him in the flesh.  Thankfully for Thomas, Jesus gave him another chance, and he responded in faith the way he should.  As Christians today, though, we will not have that luxury.  We will not see Jesus face to face until either we die or He comes again, so we will need to do what Thomas did not: trust in the testimony of the apostles.  This testimony is faithful and true, and we can trust wholeheartedly.  Such faith is not always easy, but it has been proclaimed to us by reliable voices who died confessing that they had seen everything they were proclaiming.  May God grant us to trust in this testimony, that we might live by faith in Jesus Christ, and when the time comes, behold Him by sight just as the apostles did!
