Faith Foundations 2026-2027
Songs of the Scriptures
Session 4—The Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1-11)

The song we are studying this week in many ways provides a sharp contrast with those of the previous several lessons.  The others were concerned mostly with the people of Israel as a whole: their victories over God’s enemies and their obligations to remain faithful to Him above all else.  In this text, however, we see how God cared for one specific individual among His people, and how His blessings to her are indicative of the way He treats all who trust in Him.

1.) First, skim 1 Samuel 1.  What is the context of the song we read in our text?





2.) What was the general historical situation of the Israelites during this period?





3.) Read 1 Samuel 2:1.  How has God’s work for Hannah made her feel?  What has been “exalted” within her?





4.) How does Hannah speak to her enemies now?  To which “enemies” specifically is she referring?





5.) Read 1 Samuel 2:2-8.  How does God compare to everyone and everything else?





6.) What does Hannah tell people to do in verse 3, and why?

7.) How do verses 4-5 demonstrate the reversal of fortune that God has accomplished for His people?  Who now suffers instead?





8.) How do verses 6-7 show God’s work of both blessing and cursing?  Why are all of these works a blessing to His people specifically?





9.) What does God do for the poor and needy?





10.) How does Hannah describe the relationship between God and His creation?  How does this form the basis for God’s ability to bless and curse in these ways?





11.) Read 1 Samuel 2:9-10.  What will God do for those who trust in Him?  What will He do to those who do not?





12.) How will a man NOT prevail?  By implication, how will he prevail (or by whom will he prevail)?





13.) What will happen to the Lord’s adversaries, and what will He do against them in heaven?



14.) Whom will the Lord judge?  What does this say about His power and authority?





15.) To whom will the Lord give strength, and whom will He exalt?  How does verse 10 serve as a prophecy of future events in 1 Samuel?





16.) How does this verse also prophesy future events of the New Testament?





17.) Who else in Scripture sang a song similar to Hannah’s under similar circumstances (see Luke 2:39-56)?  How does Hannah’s song foreshadow this later song?





18.) How can we as Christians today find hope, comfort, and encouragement from Hannah’s song?





The song of Hannah, along with the much later Magnificat of Mary, celebrates the exaltation of the lowly and the humbling of the powerful.  Hannah, who had been barren up until now, was given the gift of a child, and she knew that God had greatly blessed her.  Her story and her song serve as hope and inspiration for countless Christians around the world who have experienced suffering and heartbreak in their lives.  Hannah reminds us that God continues to bless His people, and in the end, even if things don’t work out in this life, He has promised us eternal peace and joy in the next.  The gift of a child is certainly great, but the gift of eternal life in God’s kingdom is even greater!
